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REMARKS 

In the March 23, 2006 Office Action, the claims were "rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over MyPoints.com ( www.MvPoints. com) in view of Auction- 
Anything (www.auctionanvthinz. com) ." The examiner stated "AuctionAny [thing], com discloses 
a method of conducting a customer affinity program auction and teaches all the limitations of the 
current application except for the exchange rate for reward points and the purchase of reward 
points on a floating basis. MyPoints.com has these features on its website (see 
www.MyPoints.com website)." In view of those teachings from the current mypoints.com and 
auctionanything.com websites, the examiner stated the claims were unpatentable because they 
would have been obvious. 

Conspicuously absent from the Office Action is a statement that the teachings of 
the current mypoints.com and auctionanything.com websites are prior art to the claims presented 
in the application. Attached to the March 23, 2006 Office Action are pages from "the Wayback 
Machine" (http ://web . archive . or g ) . Presumably these pages from the Wayback Machine are 
attached to show that the current teachings of the mypoints.com and auctionanything.com 
websites are prior art. However, the Wayback Machine in fact shows just the opposite — Le. that 
the current teachings of the mypoints.com and auctionanything.com websites are not prior art to 
the claims presented in the application. 

More specifically, the website pages archived on the Wayback Machine that may 
qualify as prior art ( e.g. the December 6, 1998 page of the autionanything.com website and the 
January 28, 1998 page of the mypoints.com website) are: (1) different from the current website 
pages relied on by the examiner; and (2) do not contain the teachings relied on by the examiner 
in the Office Action to make the rejection. Thus, the teachings of the current pages from the 
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mypoints.com and auctionanything.com websites are not prior art to the claims of the 
application. Because no prior art has been presented that would render the claims of the 
application unpatentable, the applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection and 
allowance of all of the claims pending in the application. 



Based on the foregoing remarks, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the rejection of claims and allowance of all of the claims pending in this 
application. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required for consideration of this Amendment to Deposit Account No. 13-4500, Order No. 
3951-4001 . A DUPLICATE OF THIS DOCUMENT IS ATTACHED. 



addition to that requested in a petition for an extension of time, the Commissioner is requested to 
grant a petition for that extension of time which is required to make this response timely and is 
hereby authorized to charge any fee for such an extension of time or credit any overpayment for 
an extension of time to Deposit Account No. 13-4500, Order No. 3951-4001 . A DUPLICATE 
OF THIS DOCUMENT IS ATTACHED. 



CONCLUSION 



AUTHORIZATION 



In the event that an extension of time is required, or which may be required in 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: June 22, 2006 



By: 




Chri^topk&*k. Hughes 
Registration No. 26,914 
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Correspondence Address : 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 
3 World Financial Center 
New York, NY 10281-2101 
(212)415-8700 Telephone 
(212)415-8701 Facsimile 
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